246                                  HECOLLNCTTONS
'existence of negro slavery in the south was the governing incitement, to war.   The owners of slaves knew that the tenure of such properly wus feeble.    Besides the danger of escape, there was the growing hostility to slavery in a preponderance of the people of the United States, restrained only hy its recognition by the constitution.   The slave owners believed that, by secession, they could establish a republic, founded on slavery, with an ample field in Mexico and Central America for conquest and expansion.  They had cultivated a bitter sectional enmity, amounting to contempt, for the people of the north, growing partly out, of the subserviency of largo portions of the north to the dictation of the south, but chiefly out of the wordy violence and  disregard  of  constitutional  obligations  by the Abolitionists of the north.   They believed in the doctrine of an irrepressible conflict long before it was announced by Seward. South Carolina, far in advance of other southern states, Jed in promulgating the legal rights of .secession, until they came to bo acquiesced in by all these states.   They committed themselves to it in the Charleston convention.    Their speakers declared, during the canvass, that if Lincoln was elected, their states would secede.    When elected, the first gun was fired on Fort Sumt.er,  in  South Carolina, whore all the people were determined on war.   The struggle once commenced, the natural sympathy of the southern states was with South Carolina. The States of Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee, where a strong Union sentiment prevailed, hesitated and delayed, but the young and active spirits wore with the south, and those carried the states named into the general conflict.    Once in the war, there was no way but to fight it out.    J have no sympathy with secession, but  I  can  appreciate  the  action  of those who were born and reared under the influence of such teachings.   Who of the north can say, that in liko conditions, ho would not havo been a rebel?
Looking back from my standpoint now, when all the states are re-united in a stronger Union, when Union and Confederate soldiers are acting together in both Houses of Congress in legislating for the common good, when, since 1861, our country has more than doubled its population and quadrupled itsll , ru   1   U lull
